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 Today is a day people are thinking about love. Many philosophers over the years have 

asked questions about, posited about, and just in general pondered the subject of love. For 

instance, in the 50's the Monotones wanted to know who wrote the Book of Love. In the 90's 

Haddaway sang/asked "What is love?" and then, quite dispiritingly, seemed to answer his own 

question by following it up with "Baby, don't hurt me. Don't hurt me no more." Apparently he 

had arrived at the same conclusion as the J Geils Band, who titled one of their hits "Love Stinks." 

And to some degree, neither Haddaway nor J Geils nor his band were wrong. 

 Love as the world defines it stinks. Not in every case. Certainly not right away. 

Sometimes not for quite a while. But often it eventually stinks. 

 That's because love as the world defines it is usually selfish. You can find proof of that 

just by asking people why they love their significant other. Almost invariably they will tell you 

about the things that their significant other does for them. "Because he goes and watches chick 

flicks with me even though I know he'd rather watch an action movie." "Because she lets me 

spend every Sunday in the fall watching football." "Because I feel so good when I'm around 

them." 

 Now it's fine to recognize the things that our significant other does for us. Indeed, you'd 

be an thoughtless, ungrateful jerk if you didn't! 

 But what happens when he decides that this time he is going to watch an action movie? 

What happens when she says that this Sunday she wants him to let the Broncos and the Panthers 

sort it out without him because she wants him to come on a hike with her?  

 What happens when being around them doesn't make us feel so good? 

 Then we feel like they have let us down and we don't really owe them anything. And 

that's when love begins to stink. Then love begins to feel ephemeral and fleeting. Then people 

begin to talk about how just as they fell into love, they have fallen out of love.  

 Then is when people begin to reveal that they really don't know the answer to the 

question "What is love?" Then they begin to begin to protect themselves and set the rather low 

bar of "Baby, don't hurt me."  

 But then anytime we have notions of whether or not we owe someone love or whether or 

not they're giving us the love we're owed, we show that we set the bar pretty low from the start. 

 So what is love? 

 I know that some of you think that you have a better answer to that question. I know that 

some of you even think that your answer is biblical. Some of you are ready with an answer 

showing off your Greek chops (just as soon as you double-check the difference between phileo 

and agape).  

 There's probably an element of truth in all of your answers. But most of them probably 

overcomplicate things, and maybe even miss the real answer on which the other answers must be 

based. 

 What is love? 

 The Bible has a simple three word answer. 

 "God is love." (1 John 4:8) 

 That's a pretty big statement. It doesn't merely say, "God loves." It doesn't say, "God is 

loving." It says "God is love." God and love are one and the same. 



 So to know what love is, we're going to need to take a close look at God, who he loved, 

and how he loved 

 Who did God love? Jesus said in John, "God so loved the world." (John 3:16) The world? 

Really? Because the world is not very lovable. History books--that is, books on the history of 

"the world"--aren't filled with lovable things. Instead, they are filled with hateful words, which 

came from hateful thoughts, and resulted in hateful actions. 

 If someone wants to argue that that's because hateful things sell better and are much more 

interesting to read about than loving things, I'd wonder if that doesn't in fact prove the point that 

the world is much more inclined to and much more interested in hate than in love. 

 I'd also say that history books are filled with those things primarily because, well, that is 

the world's history!  

 Look even at the book that God wrote! It's filled with unloving actions on the part of 

mankind--even on the part of mankind that God had declared to be his chosen people. Brothers 

sell brothers into slavery (Genesis 37:12-28), fathers offer daughters as sex objects to their 

neighbors (Genesis 19:8), kings kill subjects in order to get a choice vineyard (1 Kings 21:1-

16)...We could seriously be here the rest of the morning giving examples. 

 And yet that same book provides the answer to the question, "Who wrote the book of 

love?" 

 God did. 

 The Bible is a love story. It is a story of God's love for mankind. It began at creation, 

when God loved mankind by giving him trees of green and red roses, too, skies of blue and 

clouds of white--and everything else in creation. But God's love really began to reveal itself 

when man rebelled against him in the Garden of Eden, and God still loved him by not only 

letting him live, but also promising him a Savior who would take away his sins. 

 How did mankind respond to God's love? Did they at least respond by giving God the 

love that he was owed? No. God would later say, "Love is the fulfillment of the law" (Romans 

13:10), but man would refuse to fulfill that law. Man would refuse to love. God would say that 

we are to "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind" 

(Matthew 22:37) but we would have to say that even on our best days we don't love God with 

even close to all of our heart and soul and mind. 

 How did God respond to mankind? With more love. He gave them more and more 

promises of forgiveness, he continued to love them by patiently calling for them to repent and be 

saved. He continued to work his plan to make the time just right for a Savior to come. 

 And then that Savior came, and he loved. Perfectly. He loved the Lord his God with all 

his heart and with all his soul and all his mind, and he even managed to perfectly love his 

neighbor as well. Read the gospels, and you will see a perfect love for everyone he met. 

 Then, having lived a life of perfect love, he suffered and died on a cross in our place. And 

remember who he was doing this for! In Romans Paul says "Very rarely will someone die [even] 

for a righteous person." (Romans 5:7) But he allows for the possibility that someone might be 

willing to lovingly give up their life for someone lovable when he says, "For a good person 

someone might possibly dare to die." (Romans 5:7) 

 (Note how even here he uses words like "might" and "possibly.")  

 Paul then contrasts what the world might describe as the highest form of love--giving up 

your life for someone who deserves it--with God's love: "God demonstrates his own love for us 

in this: While we were still sinners [my note: and therefore, humanly speaking, unlovable], 

Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) 



 Truly, God is love. 

 Now, knowing the love of God, go back to the book he wrote and see the love in there 

from others. See how Abraham loves his younger nephew Lot and allows him to choose which 

section of land to take for himself. (Genesis 13:8-11) See how Abraham loves his nephew Lot--

even though he had selfishly chosen the better land--and risks his own life to rescue him when he 

is captured. (Genesis 14:1-16) See how Abraham loves Lot and bargains with God in an effort to 

save him from being destroyed in Sodom and Gomorrah. (Genesis 18:16-33) See how Joseph 

loves the brothers who sold him into slavery because...because for no other reason than it is the 

loving thing to do. (Genesis 45:1-28; 50:15-21) See how Moses loves the stubborn and rebellious 

Israelites so much that, when God threatens to destroy them and offers to make Moses a great 

nation instead, he declines and intercedes for his people. (Exodus 32:9-14) See how Jonathan 

loves his friend David and risks his own life to protect him. (1 Samuel 19:1-6; 20:30-33) We 

could be here much of the rest of the morning giving examples of love from the Bible. Because 

when God’s people receive his love, they respond to it by loving others. 

 What will love—and especially your response to God’s love—look like in your life as 

you interact with others?  

 When I was working at a gas station in college, I would read the Chicago Sun-Times. In 

the comics section was a one-frame comic titled "Love is..." And I suppose some people looked 

at that cartoon every day trying to get some inspiration and instruction as to what love was and 

how to love. 

 This week I went and looked on the internet for some of those cartoons. They were as I 

remembered—kind of a mixed bag (perhaps reflecting the strain of trying to come up with a new 

cartoon every day.) Some were pretty decent, some of them were nonsensical, some of them 

were at heart pretty selfish, and the one that said “Love is…knowing she doesn’t mean it” while 

picturing her throwing a dish at him was downright disturbing.  

 You know who did “Love is…” the right way? The same person who is love. In 1 

Corinthians 13, God gave a number of “Love is…”’s. They aren’t as hyper-specific as “Love 

is…letting her have the first bite.” 

 But they speak to attitudes of the heart—attitudes that come from God and are created by 

God as a faith-filled response to his love. When these “Love is…”s are taken to heart, the 

specific applications that you will make would give you enough to write a different “Love is…” 

cartoon every day for the rest of your life.  

 From the one who wrote the book of love… 

 Love is…patient. 

 Love is…kind. 

 Love is…not envious. 

 Love is…not boastful. 

 Love is…not proud. 

 Love is…not rude. 

 Love is…not self-seeking. 

 Love is…not easily angered. 

 Love is…not keeping a record of how it has been wronged.  

 Love is…not delighting in evil and deceit. 

 Love is…rejoicing in goodness and truth. 

 Love is…protecting—always. 

 Love is…trusting—always. 



 Love is…hoping—always. 

 Love is…persevering/not quitting--always. 

 That is love. That kind of love doesn’t stink. That kind of love is beautiful—because it 

comes from God.  

 There’s a B.C cartoon from years ago in which an ant asks, “Who came up with 

Valentine’s Day, Mom?” Now I know there’s a historical answer to this, that it remembers the 

love of a St. Valentine. But the mom gives a different answer: “Jesus.” The ant says, “I don’t see 

it in the Bible.” His mother wisely responds, “Take my word…he still came up with it.”  

 He did—only for you and me, it’s every day. Rejoice this Valentine’s Day that you live 

in Jesus’ love, and share that love with others. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 What does love look like in your life? 

 Love is...bringing your child to church to meet Jesus, even when they don't want to go. 

 Love is...realizing that this relationship will never be "50-50"--and doing whatever you can 

anyway. 

 Love is...prioritizing your friend's soul even if it costs you 

 Love is...being patient with people of little and weak faith 

 Love is...changing your plans to help those who need it 

 Love is...letting it go, without making sure that they know you're letting it go  

 Love is...forgiving seven times, and then seventy more 

 Love is... 

 

We say that we yearn for love. What we really mean is that we want to be loved. Because that's so much 

easier than loving.  

 

 

One sermon--or a few devotions? 

1. God wrote the book of love because he is love. 

2. Because he first loved us, we love him in return. 

3. We love him in return especially by loving others. 

 

What is love? 

God is love. 

 

Who wrote the book of love? 

God did. 

 

This is love: Not that we loved him, but that he loved us and gave himself for us. 

Love is the fulfillment of the law. 

Romans 5:8--God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us 

 --Human love works this way: You become somewhat lovable, and I love you in return--primarily 

because you are lovable--which is really the Luann cartoon, right? 

Human love comes and goes. God's does not. 

Godly love is a beautiful thing--in fact, it surpasses all other things on this earth 

Luann cartoon 

B.C. (?) cartoon--Who invented Valentine's Day? God did. (The same person who wrote the book of 

love.) 

 

What love makes us securest? The one where you love me b/c I am lovable? No--because deep down I 

know two things: 



 1. That love is very conditional 

 2. I'm not going to always meet those conditions 

The love that makes us securest is when we have not been lovable--and our parents love us anyway. The 

love that makes us securest is when we have been a royal pain to be around--and our spouse loves us 

anyway.  

 

Valentine's Day gifts--flowers--the rose of Judah (?) 

 --chocolate--sweet is God's Word to our taste 

 --hearts--God gave us his 

 

 

What hymns? You'll probably do a couple Transfiguration hymns, so that only leaves two hymns about 

love 

1 Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love;  

Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love.  

2 Love Him, love Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love;  

Love Him, love Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love.  

3 Thank Him, thank Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love,  

Thank Him, thank Him, all ye little children,  

God is love, God is love. 

 

But may our giving not end there. May our giving be the sort of giving the burnt offering 

symbolized. Remember that the entire animal was burnt. Nothing was held back. Therefore may 

our giving in response to God’s goodness not merely be a giving of some money, but giving of 

our entire selves. Paul encourages us to that sort of “burnt offering giving” in Romans when he 

writes, “I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy [that is, “motivated by the fact that you 

have seen Jesus bring you into fellowship with God], to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1).  

 God said it a little differently in 2 Corinthians when he said, “What I want is not your 

possessions, but you” (2 Corinthians 12:14).  

 When we give our money, our actions, our lives—yes, our hearts—to God, it is truly “an 

aroma pleasing to the LORD.” 

 I know—they are so paltry in comparison to what he has done for us. No matter. He’s not 

looking for repayment. That’s why it’s called grace—a gift.  

 I know—our giving of ourselves is at times flawed, imperfect—at times even tainted with 

sin. Our service is less than perfect—not merely in its frequency, but also in its execution. Our 

parenting is done out of love—but also out of sometimes error-filled guesswork. Our desire to be 



God-pleasing employees seems at times to be causing us to neglect our desire to offer ourselves 

as God-pleasing spouses. 

 And yet such flawed efforts are still “an aroma pleasing to the LORD.” 

 How can that be?  

 Fathers, maybe you’ve gotten a valentine from one of your children. You know the 

kind—on it they’ve drawn a dolphin, a big fish, a baby fish, more dolphins, and—somewhat 

incongruously—a dragon. Not that you’d be able to tell from just looking at the valentine. The 

only way you could tell what each crayon mark was is because your wife had thoughtfully and 

discreetly written a description by each one. For purely aesthetic, artistic value it ranked well 

below velvet Elvises and dogs playing poker.  

 But you know how that valentine ranked with you. You know what you see when you 

look at that valentine. You see something that came from your son’s heart, that was done with 

you in mind, something that was done specifically for the purpose of pleasing you. Therefore 

you see something more valuable and more beautiful than all the paintings in the Louvre.  

 That is the way that God views our faltering, flawed, and imperfect works of service and 

devotion to him—as something that one of his children did out of love for him, as worthy of 

being put on God’s refrigerator. 

 Tonight we have viewed God’s mercy. We have seen his mercy as he gave his Son as a 

sin offering in our place. We have seen the results of that mercy in the fellowship offering and in 

the Lord’s Supper, and we look forward to the even greater fellowship that we will enjoy with 

God in heaven. Until then, give your life to him with the total dedication of the burnt offering. 

Give your life to him as “an aroma pleasing to the LORD.” Amen.  

 

 

But even the celebration of Valentine's Day grew out of human yearning for something more.  Saint 

Valentine was a priest in Rome who defied the Roman emperor's order forbidding Christian couples to 

get married.  So, Valentine performed marriage ceremonies in secret.  Once the Emperor discovered 

that Valentine was disobeying his orders, the priest was imprisoned and eventually put to death.  But as 

he awaited his execution, legend has it that Valentine miraculously restored the sight of his jailer's blind 

daughter.  The legend also says, on the evening before his execution on February 14, he wrote a farewell 

note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, "From your Valentine."   

  

When St. Valentine's Day began to be celebrated in the 1400s, people were looking for a special symbol 

of complete devotion and love.  They wanted something that transcended ordinary love.  They wanted a 

miracle.  And they found one in the lowly priest who signed his name, "Valentine." 

  

Our modern Valentine's Day, we look for our soul mate.  We search for that person meant for us."    It's 

all rooted in our craving for something more in this life.  We hope and pray that something is out there 

working to bring that someone into our life. 

  



We hope for a miracle even in our relationships here and now. 

  

We hope for a miracle because we know that all is not right in our world or in our lives.  Things are 

broken, they're in disarray. The Bible calls that sin, a rebellion that has cut us off from the Lord of life. 

  

Just listen to the news today and you'll see that very clearly.  We've endured a Christmas season full of 

tragedy. And in the news, we often see broken relationships often from people's misused liberty. In 

society, the drugs that were meant to heal have become the opiates of our addictions. The science and 

technology of modern life have more often disconnected us from each other.  

The best of this world can't be all there is. 

  

Consider, also, the challenges you face in life, the deepest needs that weigh on your mind and soul.  

Think about the way you fail and fall short.  Ponder how others have hurt you and how you have hurt 

others.  Yes, all is not right.   

  

The Bible compares this state of sinful imperfection to a painful groaning that yearns to be made whole.  

Romans chapter 8 declares: 

"For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 

And not only creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we groan inwardly as we 

wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies" (Romans 8:22-23). 

  

We know deep inside that something is wrong.  Our chaotic, disconnected, and confusing existence cries 

out that there has to be something more.  We need a relationship with the God who created and 

redeemed us. There is more to life than merely what's here and now.  Just listen to what the Bible says: 

"For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible 

attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 

creation of the world, in the things that have been made."(Romans 1:19-20). 

  

We know there is something more to this life.  And when we hit the wall of the world's brokenness and 

our own personal chaos, we cry out for help.  We look for someone to step in.  We need a miracle.  Do 

you need that miracle right now my friend? 



  

Well, I really want you to know and believe that you have that miracle today. If you desperately need to 

know that you are not alone, that there is more to life than the here and now, or that the brokenness of 

the world isn't all that you have, then this Transfiguration Day miracle is here for you! 

  

Just think about what happened one day in the ministry of Jesus Christ as he took three of His disciples 

up on a mountainside for a time of prayer.  Luke the historian says in chapter nine of his Gospel: 

"[Jesus] took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.  And as he was 

praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothes became dazzling white.  (Luke 9:28-29). 

  

Jesus' appearance was transfigured, miraculously changed, as His disciples looked on.  He became 

brighter than a flash of lightning and He spoke with Moses and Elijah--two servants of God from long 

ago, now appearing miraculously from heaven!  They spoke about Jesus' mission to save the world from 

sin and death through His death and resurrection. 

After Peter tried to convince Jesus that they should all just stay there--in this miraculous moment for 

good, Luke tells us: 

"As [Peter] was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 

entered the cloud.  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 'This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to 

him!' " (Luke 9:34-35). 

  

In addition to seeing the Godly glory of Jesus and witnessing the appearance of Moses and Elijah, the 

disciples heard God speak from the cloud.  This was a major miracle!  And although the disciples didn't 

say anything about it to anyone right away, they did talk about it later. 

Peter said in 2 Peter chapter one: "For we do not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For 

when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic 

Glory, 'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,' we ourselves heard this very voice borne 

from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain" (2 Peter 1:16-18). 

  

This miracle, the eternal glimpse of the full identity of Jesus, showed those first disciples that Jesus was 

truly God and He had come down to be with them.  Second, it showed them that God cared about what 

was most important in their lives.  It would have been nice for the disciples to stay on that mountain to 

enjoy the beauty, peace, and glory for a while.  But what was most important was Jesus' mission. Notice 



that the discussion on that day was about Jesus' departure in Jerusalem, His work to free all people from 

the slavery to sin and death. 

  

My friend, this is your miracle, too.  If you were praying for a miracle today, you have one.  The 

transfiguration of Jesus, also, similarly shows you two things.  First, Jesus is truly God who came into this 

world to be with you.  The real and miraculous transfiguration of Jesus, witnessed and written down for 

you, tells you today that you are not alone, that God is very real and very near to you, and that Jesus, 

the Son of God, came to help you in your time of need.   

  

This is a very important principle to know in life.  God is real.  He shows up.  He takes action among us, 

His people, and it's always a miracle.  It's a miracle because God steps into our chaos and our 

imperfection from the outside, and, through His saving work, changes the default direction of our sin-

stained life and world.  The perfect and Holy God enters into our brokenness, gets His hands dirty, and 

saves us.  Why?  Because He cares about you.  Because He loves you. 

  

Secondly, this miracle tells you that Jesus will always give you the very best, His very best; not always 

what you want, but always what you need.  He will never be distracted from giving you the miracle of 

the forgiveness of your sins and the gift of eternal life--a life where weeping and mourning and crying 

and pain are gone forever.  God may, in His grace, decide to make this world better for you.  He may 

decide to help you right now.   

  

He may slay the Goliath-giant problems that loom before you. He may heal your temporary illness as 

Jesus did for some even when He walked on this earth.  Jesus may calm the seas of your life or provide 

what you need as He did when He fed the 5000.   

  

Yes, He may decide to help you with your temporal, immediate needs.  But while those remarkable 

answers are wonderful blessings, God ultimately isn't about mere short-term solutions.  On the mount 

of transfiguration, God made sure that a brief mountaintop miracle was not all the disciples could claim 

as theirs.  No, the greatest miracle was seeing, knowing, and believing in Jesus as their Lord and Savior 

and the eternal life that He came to give each of them as a gift!   

  

God's greatest miracle was leading them, solidifying them, in their relationship to Jesus Christ to receive 

and cherish the blessings of eternal life through the death and resurrection of His only Son.  That's the 

eternal miracle that God gives you today.  That's the long-term miraculous solution for your life.  Even 



Peter, who was on the mountain with Jesus, said that we have something even better than a temporary 

miracle.  We have the eternal Word and the eternal promise of God!  Peter spoke about this also in 2 

Peter 1, he said: "And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts" (2 Peter 1:19). 

  

You have a miracle.  It is the living Word of God, giving you the certain promise that Jesus is with you 

always.   

You have a miracle.  It is the lasting miracle of salvation through Jesus earned on the cross and poured 

out on you personally through His washing of regeneration, Holy Baptism.  

You have a miracle.  It is the promise that you, as you present everything to God in prayer, His peace 

that transcends your understanding will guard your heart and mind in Jesus Christ. 

You have a miracle. The promise that this life is never the end, that there is an eternal life, a new 

creation coming for all those who trust in Jesus, the One who lived, died, and rose again so that all might 

live forever in Him! 

You have a miracle. 

  

A few years ago, a little boy lay in a hospital bed teetering between life and death.  After suffering injury 

in an accident at his home, this toddler fought for life as his parents sat beside him singing songs of Jesus 

and asking God for a miracle. 

  

Seven days after the accident, the sweet little boy died.  In a message to all the people praying for their 

son, this little boy's mother and father said: "We prayed that God would give us a miracle.  Instead of 

the miracle of healing, God gave our son the miracle of eternal life.  Our hearts are broken, but we know 

our heartache is temporary.  One day, we will be reunited with our son in heaven where he is fully 

restored and rests in Jesus' arms." 

  

They knew that, in spite of the worst life could give them, they were still given the very best by their 

Savior.  They indeed had a miracle. 

  

Sometimes God will lead you to the mountaintop of blessing in this life.  Sometimes He will walk with 

you into and through the valley of struggle and sorrow, preparing you for the life that is yet to come. But 



in all things, He will always give you the eternal miracle that sustains you here and now and brings you 

to your heavenly home with Him.   

Listen to Jesus carefully, dear friend.  In Him, you have a miracle.  It's a Valentine from God to you that 

lasts forever.  It's a miracle to treasure, to share with the people God has placed in your life.  God is real.  

He is with you.  He gives you His eternal best!   

  

You have a miracle, dear friend, even if everything isn't going right at the moment, the Lord of Heaven 

and Earth calls you to be His own, to live a life of grace boldly in His Name, not just today, but forever. 

Peter, James, and John got a glimpse of that on that mountain many years ago. Today, St. Luke offers 

you the certain promise of that gracious miracle today, calling you to faith in the transfigured Lord Jesus 

whom you will also see one day in all the fullness of His glory. Trust Him in all things; you'll be glad you 

did!  Amen! 

 

 


